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Many  Centres  Share  in  Alberta's  Industrial  Expansion 


It* 

Industries  manufacturing  a  variety  of  products 
were  added  to  Alberta's  industrial  roster  in  1955. 
During  the  past  year  52  industrial  firms  have  been 
recorded  as  having  completed  the  construction  of 
their  new  plants  or  anticipate  completion  of  these 
buildings  during  1956. 

Although  Edmonton  and  Calgary  have  been  the 
main  centres  of  this  growth,  other  points  throughout 
the  province  have  felt  the  impact  of  the  industrial 
era. 

The  new  $25,000,000  Northwest  Nitro  Chemicals 
Ltd.,  plant  at  Medicine  Hat  is  now  under  construc- 
tion and  will  be  completed  this  year,  but  full 
production  is  not  anticipated  until  1957.  Supplying 
a  stimulus  to  an  area  that  has  such  well  established 
industries  as  glass  and  pottery  manufacturing,  it  is 
expected  that  the  new  ammonia,  acid  and  fertilizer 
manufacturing  plant  may  become  one  of  the  largest 
employers  in  the  Medicine  Hat  area.  Another  com- 
munity that  will  benefit  directly  from  the  new 
chemical  plant  will  be  Pincher  Creek.  Canadian 
Gulf  Oil  Co.,  has  announced  that  it  will  construct  a 
$4,000,000  sulphur  plant  in  the  Pincher  Creek  area 
and  has  already  signed  contracts  for  the  delivery 
of  elemental  sulphur  to  the  Medicine  Hat  plant. 

West  of  Edmonton,  the  pulp  mill  at  Hinton,  a 
power  plant  at  Wabamun,  together  with  a  plywood 
factory  and  a  cement  plant  on  the  city's  western 
outskirts,  bring  to  $58,000,000  the  amount  being  spent 
on  the  erection  of  new  industries  in  that  area. 

The  town  of  Fort  Saskatchewan,  home  of  the 
Sherritt  Gordon  nickel  refinery,  has  added  two  new 
industries  with  a  total  value  of  $1,750,000.  Inland 
Chemicals  (Canada)  Ltd.,  producing  sulphuric  acid, 
and  Peace  River  Glass  Co.  Ltd.,  manufacturing  glass 
fibre  products,  completed  construction  last  year. 


in 


The  purpose  of  the  ALBERTA  NEWS- 
LETTER is  to  provide  up-to-date  information 
about  development  and  opportunities 
Alberta. 

In  this  issue — 

•  Industrial  Development  in  1955. 

•  Sulphur  in  Alberta. 

•  Survey  of  Ponoka. 


Grande  Prairie  in  the  Peace  River  district  also 
experienced  a  record  industrial  expansion  with 
nearly  $4,000,000  being  spent  on  new  industries  and 
the  expansion  of  established  ones.  A  new  oil  refinery 
now  under  construction,  accounted  for  the  major 
portion  of  the  amount  spent. 

The  opening  of  a  $450,000  oil  cleaning  plant  at 
Lloydminister  during  1955  gave  fresh  evidence  that 
industrial  expansion  will  continue  along  with  the 
development  of  what  is  considered  one  of  the  largest 
asphaltic  oil  fields  on  the  North  American  continent. 

Some  other  areas  that  are  witnessing  an  indust- 
rial transformation  with  construction  to  be  completed 
this  year,  are  Forestburg  with  a  $7,000,000  steam- 
generated  power  plant,  a  vegetable  processing  plant 
at  Magrath  valued  at  $525,000,  a  $3,000,000  gas 
processing  plant  at  Redwater,  a  gas  absorption 
station  at  Nevis  being  built  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,000, 
and  a  $500,000  vegetable  processing  plant  at  Taber. 

During  1955  Lethbridge  had  three  industries  with 
total  capitalization  of  $120,000  complete  their  build- 
ing while  a  $200,000  addition  was  made  to  a  milling 
elevator. 

A  new  commercial  egg  processing  industry,  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  $100,000  and  employing  40  per- 
sons, was  opened  last  year  in  the  City  of  Red  Deer. 
A  plant  producing  carbonated  beverages  was  also 
opened  during  1955  in  the  same  city. 

During  1955  Calgary  saw  13  manufacturing  enter- 
prises open  new  buildings  while  nine  additions  were 
made  to  existing  structures.  The  new  industries  are 
producing  a  variety  of  materials  such  as  fabricated 
steel,  water  heaters,  industrial  glues,  ornamental 
brick  and  tile,  ventillating  systems  and  concrete  river 
weights. 

The  opening  of  a  $2,000,000  steel  plant  and  com- 
pletion of  a  $13,000,000  lubricating  oil  plant  in 
Edmonton  last  year,  chalked  up  two  firsts  for  Alberta. 
The  steel  mill  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  between 
Vancouver  and  Winnipeg,  while  the  oil  plant  is  the 
first  of  its  type  to  be  built  in  western  Canada.  Other 
major  factories  to  be  completed  this  year  within  the 
Edmonton  city  limits  or  in  its  eastern  industrial  area 
are  two  steel  pipe  mills  valued  at  $7,000,000  and 
$3,500,000  respectively,  and  a  $2,000,000  cement 
bagging  plant.  A  total  of  seven  new  industrial  build- 
ings were  completed  in  Edmonton  during  1955  and 
11  more,  some  of  which  were  started  last  year,  are 
expected  to  be  completed  during  1956. 


Sulphur  in  Alberta 

The  production  of  sulphur  from  natural  gas  is 
rapidly  becoming  an  important  industry  in  Alberta, 
providing  paper  companies,  sugar  and  uranium 
refineries,  and  other  factories  with  the  much-needed 
mineral.  First  produced  early  in  1952  by  Shell  Oil 
Co.  of  Canada  Ltd.  at  its  plant  at  Jumping  Pound, 
sulphur  has  shown  a  rapid  increase  in  production, 
with  Royalite  Oil  Co.  Ltd.  opening  a  plant  at  Turner 
Valley  later  in  the  year  and  Canadian  Gulf  Oil  Co. 
recently  announcing  the  construction  of  a  huge  new 
plant  at  Pincher  Creek. 

Alberta's  sulphur  production  was  16,075  tons  in 
1952,  increasing  to  18,295  tons  in  the  following  year 
and  22,320  tons  by  1954.  By  the  first  10  months  of 
1955  production  was  22,713  tons,  with  the  output  for 
the  year  estimated  at  29,000  tons. 

Shell's  sulphur  recovery  plant  was  opened  in 
February,  1952,  with  an  initial  capacity  of  33,000 
long  tons.  A  recent  extension  has  increased  capa- 
city to  about  80,000  tons.  The  plant  is  limited  in  its 
production  of  sulphur  by  the  volume  of  natural  gas 
required  by  Canadian  Western  Natural  Gas  for 
Calgary  and  Banff.  Although  it  could  extract  sulphur 
from  75  million  cubic  feet  of  raw  gas  annually,  the 
domestic  requirements  for  natural  gas  are  between 
45  and  50  million  cu.  ft.  Regulations  require  that  any 
natural  gas  used  for  domestic  purposes  cannot 
contain  more  than  one  grain  of  hydrogen  sulphide. 
This  meant  that  prior  to  the  establishment  of  sulphur 
recovery  plants,  the  excess  hydrogen  sulphide  in 
the  gas  was  destroyed. 

Shell  uses  a  monoethenolamine  (MEA)  and 
water  process  in  its  sulphur  recovery,  removing  the 
hydrogen  sulphide  from  the  natural  gas  before  it  is 
used  for  domestic  purposes.  In  this  process  about  1  Vi 
short  tons  are  obtained  per  million  cubic  feet  of  gas. 
A  completely  automatic  plant,  one  man  is  able  to 
control  the  whole  process. 

The  Royalite  plant,  opened  in  July,  1952,  at 
Turner  Valley,  is  capable  of  producing  more  than  30 
long  tons  of  sulphur  per  day.  Since  starting  opera- 
tions to  the  end  of  1955,  a  total  of  34,221  short  tons 
of  raw  sulphur  has  been  produced. 

The  process  used  by  Royalite  was  designed  by 
Foster  Wheeler  Corporation  and  has  a  plant  capa- 
city of  2,130,000  cu.  ft.  daily.  Also  a  MEA  process, 
it  cleans  natural  gas  taken  from  195  wells  in  the 
Turner  Valley  field  before  being  distributed  in  the 
Calgary  area  by  Madison  Natural  Gas  Co.,  a  sub- 
sidiary of  Royalite. 

The  quantity  of  sulphur  produced  depends  upon 
the  gas  consumer  market,  with  the  greatest  output 
being  in  the  winter  months.  The  sulphur  is  held  in 
liquid  form  in  an  initial  rundown  tank  before  being 
placed  in  a  40  by  50  foot  form  where  it  solidifies. 
Being  an  inert  substance,  sulphur  is  almost  imper- 
vious to  damage  and  may  be  stored  out  of  doors 


Sulphur  is  stored  out  of  doors  at  the  Shell  plant  at  Jumping 

Pound. 


in  all  kinds  of  weather  without  lessening  its  purity. 
It  is  broken  up  by  blasting  with  dynamite,  loaded  by 
bulldozer  onto  trucks  and  is  hauled  to  Okotoks  for 
railway  shipment. 

One  of  the  main  markets  of  both  Shell  and  Roy- 
alite is  the  uranium  refineries  at  Great  Bear  Lake 
and  Uranium  City.  Sulphur  is  shipped  by  rail  to 
McMurray  and  by  barge  to  the  Northwest  Territories 
and  Lake  Athabasca  region.  A  third  of  Royalite' s 
production  go  is  to  Great  Bear  Lake  while  another 
third  is  used  by  Gunnar  Mines  at  Uranium  City.  The 
remainder  is  sold  to  small  southern  Alberta  accounts 
or  is  exported  to  Ceylon  where  it  is  used  in  sugar 
refining.  Shell  ships  about  10,000  tons  annually  to 
Uranium  City  while  much  of  the  remainder  is  sold 
for  paper  production  in  British  Columbia.  Both  com- 
panies are  easily  able  to  dispose  of  all  sulphur  pro- 
duced and  although  the  output  is  small,  they  are 
offering  considerable  competition  in  Canada  to  the 
Texas  sulphur  industry. 

The  newest  arrival  to  Alberta's  sulphur  scene  is 
Canadian  Gulf,  which  is  constructing  a  recovery 
plant  at  its  Pincher  Creek  field.  Its  initial  plant  with 
a  capacity  of  225  tons  per  day  will  be  the  largest  in 
Canada  and  is  already  under  contract  with  North- 
west Nitro-Chemicals  Ltd.  for  a  substantial  part  of  its 
planned  output.  The  natural  gas  from  the  sulphur- 
producing  operation  will  be  returned  to  the  reservoir 
pending  completion  of  a  trans-Canada  pipe  line 
which  will  provide  a  market  for  natural  gas  from 
the  Pincher  Creek  field. 


TOWN  OF  PONOKA 


Location:  Northwest  quarter  of  4-43-25-W4  in  Census 
Division  No.  8;  located  on  the  Battle  River,  63 
miles  south  of  Edmonton  and  130  miles  north 
of  Calgary. 

Altitude:  2,646  feet. 

Temperature:  Average  summer  54.6  degrees;  aver- 
age winter  24.4  degrees;  average  yearly  36 
degrees. 

Rainfall:  Average  annual  rainfall  17  inches;  aver- 
age annual  snowfall  39.3  inches;  average  total 
precipitation  23.07  inches. 

Geology:  The  underlying  rock  formation  is  shale 
and  sandstone  which  was  deposited  by  streams 
into  lakes  and  deltas  during  an  early  Tertiary 
Age,  some  fifty  million  years  ago.  Known  as  the 
Paskapo  formation,  this  rock  is  of  fresh  water 
origin  and  is  several  hundred  feet  thick.  Glac- 
iers, moving  over  this  area  during  the  Ice  Age, 
deposited  surface  boulders  and  clay.  Many  of 
the  hills  and  smaller  elevations  in  this  area 
consist  of  glacial  deposits. 

Soil:  Soils  in  this  zone,  ranging  from  black  to  very 
dark  brown,  are  of  the  most  fertile  in  the  prov- 
ince and  have  a  very  high  content  of  nitrogen 
and  organic  matter.  Referred  to  as  parkland, 
the  area  is  highly  arable  with  wheat  of  good 
quality  being  grown.  However  mixed  farming, 
including  the  use  of  fertilizer  when  needed,  is 
desirable  for  profit  and  permanence. 

History:  The  town  derived  its  name  from  the  Black- 
feet  Indian  word  "Ponokah"  meaning  "Elk". 
Formerly  a  Hudson's  Bay  Post  named  Fort 
Ostell,  Ponoka  received  its  main  influx  of  settlers 
after  completion  of  the  Calgary-Edmonton  Rail- 
way line  in  1891.  C.  D.  Algar  and  son  F.  E. 
Algar  opened  the  first  store  in  1895  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Station.  The  first  doctor,  Dr.  Drinnan  arrived  in 
1900  and  the  Ponoka  Herald  commenced  publi- 
cation on  August  27th,  in  the  same  year.  Bennet 
and  Armstrong  Company  opened  the  first  bank 
and  were  followed  by  the  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce  in  1904.  Incorporated  as  a  town  in 
1904,  the  first  census  showed  a  population  of 
510. 

The  Provincial  Mental  Hospital  at  Ponoka, 
opened  in  1911,  now  has  grounds  covering  2,730 
acres,  of  which,  1,400  are  under  cultivation.  Dur- 
ing World  War  Two,  the  hospital  opened  its 
own  canning  plant  and  supplied  the  other  hos- 
pitals in  the  province  with  canned  vegetables 
and  fruit. 

Living  Conditions:  Lying  along  the  valley  of  the 
Battle  River,  Ponoka  is  surrounded  by  gently 
rolling  farmland.  Served  by  a  wide  variety  of 
communication  routes,  together  with  having 
modem  stores  and  ample  recreational  facilities, 
the  town  is  the  hub  of  commerce  for  a  large 
farming  community.  Excellent  school  facilities 


are  available,  a  covered  arena  with  artificial  ice 
takes  care  of  summer  and  winter  sports  while 
two  movie  theatres  and  a  drive-in  theatre  pro- 
vide additional  entertainment. 

There  are  635  homes  within  the  town  limits, 
of  which  92  percent  are  owner  occupied.  Aver- 
age rent  for  a  five  room  privately  owned  house 
is  $60  per  month. 

Laws  and  regulations:  Provincial  standards  are  ad- 
hered to  in  electric  light  by-laws  and  sanitary 
regulations,  while  building  by-laws  are  based 
on  the  national  building  code.  The  town  has  its 
own  Police  Department  consisting  of  one  chief 
and  three  constables. 

Fire  Protection:  A  volunteer  brigade  with  fire  chief 
and  thirty  firemen  operate  the  G.M.C.  and  La 
France  fire  trucks  which  can  draw  their  water 
supply  from  31  fire  hydrants.  Fire  insurance 
rates  are  the  same  as  in  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 

Tax  Structure:  The  total  net  assessment  for  1955  on 
land,  buildings,  and  improvements,  amounted 
to  $2,482,549,  while  the  total  mill  rate  was  set  at 
48.  Building  permits  issued  in  1954  amounted  to 
$469,300. 

Areas:  Ponoka  covers  an  area  of  1,399  acres,  has 
28.27  miles  of  streets  and  lanes  and  has  59.5 
acres  of  parks  and  playgrounds.  There  are  eight 
miles  of  sidewalks  and  4.53  miles  of  streets  and 
lanes  are  paved. 

Power:  Three  phase  60  cycle  2300  volt  domestic  and 
commercial  power  is  supplied  by  Calgary 
Power  Limited  and  is  distributed  by  the  town. 


Water  and  Sewage:  Water  obtained  from  two  wells 
is  pumped  into  a  50,000  gallon  elevated  water 
tower  and  a  50,000  gallon  underground  reservoir. 
A  survey  is  presently  being  conducted  on  the 
possibility  of  using  water  from  the  Battle  River. 
The  town  is  served  by  13.23  miles  of  sewer  and 
water  mains. 

Fuel:  99  percent  of  the  homes  and  businesses  in  the 
town  use  natural  gas  that  is  supplied  by  North 
West  Utilities  from  its  Viking  field.  Storage  faci- 
lities for  1,500  gallons  of  propane  gas  and 
75,000  gallons  of  diesel  fuel,  in  addition  to  large 
reserves  of  coal  nearby,  provide  a  variety  of 
fuels. 

Local  Resources:  Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  poultry, 
eggs,  etc.,  dairy  products,  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  honey,  straw,  lumber,  pickets,  sand  and 
gravel. 

Government  Offices  and  Services:  Federal;  post 
office,  R.C.M.P.  detachment,  17th  Field  Dressing 
Station  armouries.  Provincial;  Alberta  Treasury 
Branch,  district  agriculturist,  and  game  warden. 
Municipal;  County  of  Ponoka  No.  3  office,  fire 
hall,  secretary  treasurer,  work  superintendent, 
I.O.D.E.  public  library,  police  department,  gar- 
bage department,  local  board  of  health,  food 
inspection  service,  medical  health  officer  and 
child  welfare  officer,  electric  light  and  power 
department,  waterworks  and  service  depart- 
ment, Interim  Development  Board. 

Health  Services:  The  new  54  bed  Ponoka  Municipal 
Hospital,  operating  under  the  Municipal  Hos- 
pital Act,  is  one  of  the  most  modern  in  the  prov- 
ince. Rates  are  $1  per  day,  inclusive  of  drugs, 
for  ratepayers  and  $6.75  for  non-ratepayers. 

Milk  sold  in  the  Ponoka  area  is  pasteurized. 
Butcher  shops,  cafes,  and  milk  producers'  prem- 
ises are  inspected  regularly. 

Local  professional  services  consists  of  five 
doctors,  two  dentists,  one  chiropractor,  two  vet- 
erinary surgeons,  one  sanitary  inspector,  one 
dietician,  two  pharmacists  and  one  optometrist. 

Professional  and  Skilled  Services  (not  including 
health):  Auditor  and  public  accountants,  bar- 
risters and  solicitors,  beauty  parlours,  barber 
shops,  watch  repair  and  auto  electricians. 

Transportation:  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  operates 
passenger  trains  three  times  daily,  both  ways, 
from  Edmonton  and  Calgary,  and  also  has  16 
freight  trains  daily.  Greyhound  Bus  Line  sched- 
ules seven  buses  daily  each  way  from  Edmonton 
and  Calgary.  There  are  two  taxi  stands  in 
town — nine  cabs,  and  one  bus  which  travels  to 
the  Provincial  Mental  Institute  hourly.  Freight  is 
hauled  to  Edmonton,  Calgary  and  points  in 
between  by  local  vans.  Local  delivery  service  is 
provided. 

Communications:  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Tele- 
graphs, Alberta  Government  Telephones,  and 
Post  Office.  Nearest  radio  stations  are  CBX 
(transmitter  at  Lacombe  17  miles  south)  and 


CKRD  at  Red  Deer,  30  miles  south.  Two  weekly 
newspapers,  the  Ponoka  Herald  Weekly  and 
the  Ponoka  News  and  Advertiser  (mimeo- 
graphed weekly). 

Financial  Facilities:  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce, 
Alberta  Government  Treasury  Branch,  Credit 
Union,  and  Imperial  Bank  of  Canada. 

Hotels  and  Tourist  Camps:  Two  hotels,  with  a  total 
of  55  rooms,  have  single  rates  of  $1.75  to  $2.50. 
There  are  two  tourist  camps,  one  has  10  units 
with  rates  of  $2.50  and  up.  The  other  one  is  a  25 
unit  trailer  camp  with  wash  rooms  and  laundry 
in  connection  and  has  rates  of  $2.50  weekly. 

Churches:  Roman  Catholic,  Anglican,  Baptist,  Pente- 
costal, United,  Open-Bible,  and  Lutheran. 

Lodges,  Service  Clubs  and  Societies:  Masons,  Elks, 
Oddfellows  of  Modern  Woodmen,  Eastern  Star, 
Royal  Purple,  Rebekah,  Lions,  Canadian  Legion, 
Stagettes,  I.O.D.E.,  Kinsmen,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, Red  Cross,  Athletic  Association,  Ponoka 
Gun  Club,  Old  Timers'  Association,  Arena 
Society,  Agricultural  Society,  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, Rest  Room  Association  Ltd.,  and  Ponoka 
Stampede  and  Exhibition  Association. 

Education:  Grades  1  to  12  are  taught,  along  with 
vocational  training  subjects,  in  a  public  and 
high  school  which  has  43  teachers  and  1,210 
pupils.  There  are  also  teachers  available  for 
vcice,  piano,  violin  and  wind  instruments. 

Cultural  Activities:  A  public  library,  supported  by 
provincial  grants  and  operated  by  the  ladies  of 
the  I.O.D.E.,  has  5,000  volumes  and  a  member- 
ship totalling  210. 

Industrial  Development:  Ponoka  has  many  available 
industrial  sites  with  easy  access  to  trackage, 
highways  and  all  utilities  including  natural  gas 
and  water.  Home  sites  for  employees  can  also 
be  secured  with  all  utilities.  Ponoka,  with  a 
trading  area  population  of  14,086,  serves  a  prim- 
arily agricultural  area  which  is  the  largest 
shipper  of  hogs  in  Canada.  Many  opportunities 
are  present  for  the  establishment  of  industries 
related  to  argicultural  products.  Industries  re- 
quired are  a  cannery,  small  packing  plant,  and 
an  oil  refinery. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON 
PONOKA,  WRITE: 

Mr.  Len  Shaw, 
Industrial  Representative 
Town  of  Ponoka,  Alberta 


